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DAY 00: Friday, December 12                   Depart the USA 
 
Depart the USA on an overnight flight. 
 
DAY 01: Saturday, December 13                                   arrive  Istanbul 
 
Upon arrival, you will be met for a private transfer to your hotel, located in the heart of the old 
city.   
 
Celal Sultan Hotel – boutique  

 
Yerebatan Caddesi Salkimsogut Sokak 
No: 16 Sultanahmet 34410 
ISTANBUL-TURKEY 
Tel 011-90-212-520-9323 or  
011-90-212-520-9324 

This stylish townhouse-hotel would look perfectly at 
home in an elegant street of any western European city. 
The hospitality, however, is unmistakably "Turkish" in its 



spontaneous charm. The hotel is run in a friendly and attentive manner.  The location is in the old 
city center, Sultanahmet, on a quiet lane behind the Hagia Sophia right above the underground 
cisterns of ancient Byzantium. The historic house has been renovated in restrained and classical 
taste, and decorated with a wealth of curios from the belle epoque of late-Ottoman Istanbul. 
Rooms are in pristine condition, with warm hardwood floors and good kilims. Windows are 
double-glazed, there is an elevator, the TV has a good selection of European channels on cable & 
wireless internet connections.   The roof terrace offers an impressive view of the Hagia Sophia at 
breakfast.  There are 55 rooms in 2 adjoining buildings.   

In the late afternoon/early evening your guide will take you on an introductory walking tour.  
Some of the noteworthy places we can see include the Little Hagia Sophia (formerly the Church 
of the Saints Sergius and Bacchus) and Sokollu Mehmet Pasa Mosque.  
 
Dinner and an introduction to the local food will be at a nearby restaurant this evening. 
   
Overnight:  Celal Sultan Hotel in Istanbul 
Included meals: Dinner 
 
DAY 02: Sunday, December 14                                       Istanbul 
 
After breakfast at the hotel, meet your guide for a 
full-day of sightseeing in the Old City.  The tour 
includes major historical sites of the city: the ancient 
Hippodrome, Blue Mosque, Hagia Sophia, and 
Topkapi Palace.   
 
Hippodrome: The ancient Hippodrome, an 
enormous public entertainment arena that once 
seated as many as 100,000 zealous fans witnessing 
chariot races, executions, and mock battles. Once the 
center of Byzantine civic life, it is still decorated by the Egyptian Obelisk, the Bronze Serpentine 
Column, and the Column of Constantine.  
  

Blue Mosque: With its massive central dome flanked by six 
slender minarets, the Blue Mosque stands as the single most 
recognizable monument on the Istanbul skyline.  Built 
between 1609 and 1616, during the reign of Ottoman Sultan 
Ahmet I, the enormous complex also included a hospital, 
caravansary, public kitchen, marketplace, schools and the 
Mausoleum of Sultan Ahmet I.  The mosque’s immense 
interior, flooded with sunlight streaming through 260 
windows, is decorated with more than 20,000 precious Iznik 
tiles detailing traditional flowers of Ottoman design.  In fact, 
it is the deep blue glow of the tiles in sunlight that gives the 

building its name. 
 



Hagia Sophia: This famous basilica was constructed in the 6th century A.D. It is often described 
as the greatest work of Byzantine architecture.  Once the Church of Holy Wisdom, 
Christendom’s crowning glory, and now a museum, the 
church once glittered with mosaics, and art treasures filled 
every corner. Today, Hagia Sophia is the fourth largest 
building constructed as a church in the world. It was 
dedicated to Hagia Sophia which means Divine Wisdom, an 
attribute of Christ. 
 

Topkapi Palace 
Museum:  Topkapi 
was the second palace built in Istanbul after the 
conquest.  It was a residence for the Ottoman Sultans 
and includes a maze of opulent buildings which were at 
the center of the Ottoman Empire between the 15th and 
19th centuries. This palace, where the sultans and their 
courts and harem lived and governed, is now one of the 
world’s richest museums.  It will take several hours to 
explore the extensive grounds.   

 
In late afternoon, return to the hotel for some time at leisure.  Dinner is on your own tonight.   
 
Overnight:  Celal Sultan Hotel in Istanbul 
Included meals: Breakfast & Lunch 
 
DAY 03:   Monday, December 15                                   Istanbul 
 
After breakfast at the hotel, meet with your guide and depart for another day of sightseeing, 
venturing into some other neighborhoods of the city.  
 
The Basilica Cistern or Underground Palace: Istanbul 
was one of the most often besieged cities in the world and 
has always needed permanent water supplies. As a result, 
many underground cisterns were built during the Byzantine 
Empire. Water was brought to these big reservoirs from far 
away sources through aqueducts. The largest and most 
ornate of these cisterns is Yerebatan Sarayi.  In its 
construction, columns and capitals of earlier temples were 
used and this provides a very decorative appearance. 
 



Later we stop at Sirkeci Railway Station (last stop of the 
Orient Express), before going down to the shore of Golden 
Horn Bay to see the Galata Bridge.  During the day, the 
Galata Bridge carries a constant flow of İstanbullus crossing to 
and fro, a mass of hopeful anglers 
trailing their lines into the waters 
below as well as a constantly 
changing procession of street 
vendors.   This is İstanbul at its 

most magical. Underneath the bridge, restaurants and cafés serve 
drinks and food all day and night. Come here to and to watch the 
passing parade of ferries zooming past.  You may also like to stop for a treat at Güllüoglu 
Baklava in Karakoy.  In 2004, a jury of gourmets and food authors sponsored by the daily 
Istanbul newspaper "Hürriyet", chose the store as the top baklava shop in Turkey. Baklava is a 
rich, sweet pastry found in many Middle East and Mediterranean cuisines. The popular dessert 
comes in several varieties. The most common is made in layers of phyllo dough filled with 
chopped pistachio nuts and walnuts and sweetened with sugar or honey.   

 
Continue to the Spice Bazaar:  the Spice Market was built as 
part of the Yeni Cami complex and has since been an exciting 
covered market filled with the fragrant scent of spices from 
the Orient.  It is a great place to shop for nuts, Turkish delight 
and other edible gifts.  You can stop for lunch in the area of 
the bazaar. 
 
After some free time for lunch we can embark on a local ferry 

and cross the Bosporus Strait.  The Bosporus is a narrow, navigable strait between Europe and 
Asia connecting the Black Sea to the Marmara Sea. It is 
about 20 miles long and varies between one-half and one 
and one half miles wide.   We will cross over to the Asian 
side of Istanbul, disembarking at Uskudar, one of the 
largest towns on the Asian side of the Strait. There, we will 
visit the produce & fish market and view the Mihrimah 
Sultan’s Mosque as well as Maiden’s Tower in Salacak. 
Return to your hotel after a return steamboat ride of twenty 
minutes, crossing the Bosphorus from Uskudar to Kabatas.  
Dinner is included tonight. 
 
Overnight:  Celal Sultan Hotel in Istanbul 
Included meals: Breakfast & Dinner 
 
DAY 04:   Tuesday, December 16                                     Istanbul/Bursa 
 

We travel across the Sea of Marmara to Mudanya by ferry this morning. 
Mudanya is one of the oldest harbor towns in the 
province of Bursa, dating back to the 8th century BC. 



After seeing the authentic architecture of  Mudanya houses, we will drive to visit Kumyaka 
(Sigi), an old Greek village to see how sisters Nazligul and Aslihan produce extra virgin olive oil 
the ancient way. We then continue to Zeytinbagi (Trigleia), another old Greek town for lunch 
and enjoy an unforgettable local meal (traditional cold and hot meze dishes made with olive oil, 
and seafood). The area has been host to various civilizations 
since antiquity. Trigleia is the original name of the town. 
Although the name has been changed to Zeytinbağı (Olive 
Orchard), it is still sometimes referred to as Tirilye.  We will 
then continue to Bursa. The former capital of the Ottoman 
Empire, Bursa is known for Mount Uludag, the mausoleums of 

early Ottoman Sultans, 
numerous edifices built 
throughout the Ottoman 
period, forests, thermal baths, museums, and a covered Bazaar 
famous for silk cloth. Bursa is also home to some of the most 
famous Turkish dishes such as Iskender Kebab, iced chestnuts, 
peaches and Turkish delight. We will visit the Great Mosque, 
bazaar district, and Caravanserai this afternoon. We will then 

have an included kebab dinner and overnight in Bursa.  

We will stay overnight at The Kitap Hotel, a comfortable boutique property in the center of 
Bursa.   
 
Overnight:  Kitap Ev Hotel, Bursa 
Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
 
DAY 05:  Wednesday, December 17                          Bursa/Pergamon/Sirence 

 
This morning we depart for Edremit to visit the Adatepe Olive Oil 
Museum which is right along our route. We will then continue to 
Bergama for lunch.  Next we visit Pergamum, once one of the 
richest small kingdoms in Asia Minor. Here we visit the 
magnificent Acropolis. The Acropolis boasts a great theater 
seating 10,000 and the marble-columned Temple of Trajan.  
Below the theater lie the ruins of the Temple of Dionysus along 
with the Altar of Zeus. We continue on to the Asclepieum, a 

sanctuary and healing center built in the 4th century BC in the name of Ascelepius. Later this 
afternoon we travel to Sirence. 
 
Sirince is a pretty old Orthodox village, 12 km from 
Ephesus, which was once called Cirkince ("ugly"). Indeed 
its habitants gave this name on purpose as they did not want 
to be bothered by outsiders nor share the beauty of their 
village.  Still after years, visitors understood that the village 
was not ugly at all and called it Sirince ("pretty"). The 
village is located in the mountains and you will enjoy views 



of vineyards and peach tree orchards on the way.  The village is a perfect synthesis of Turkish 
and Greek culture as of the 1920s. After the Independence War, there was a “people exchange” 
between the Greeks and Turks and many typical Greek houses, though they kept their original 
outside characteristics, have been remodeled to local preferences on the inside. The most 
beautiful specimens are open to visitors. And in the courtyard of one of them, one will even 
discover a nicely restored Orthodox church. In one of the houses, we will have a home-hosted 
dinner. We will savor home-made stuffed pancakes – gözleme , stew prepared in the oven – 
güveç , and freshly baked bread. After lunch we will have some time to stroll through the village 
and socialize with the locals. All the narrow streets of the village belong to the women, selling 
handcrafts of all kinds and olive oil.   Though Sirince Village has been somewhat developed by 
tourism, it has been able to preserve its authenticity and the meaning of its name. 

Nisanyan Evleri is a small hotel in Sirince, a 
historic hill village near Ephesus. The hotel 
offers a mixed bag of different 
accommodations. The Inn itself has five rooms 
and a lot of common space. There are several 
houses, historic buildings which offer all the 
comforts of a spacious private home. The 
Ilyastepe cottages are a cluster of timeless 
stone houses in a garden of extraordinary 
beauty and peace. The accommodations 
supply plenty of comfort and elegance without 
ever losing their friendly touch. Gourmet 

dining is provided in the garden restaurant. (There are more than a dozen other restaurants in the 
village.) The hills are full of some of Turkey's best hiking paths.  

Upon arrival tonight, we will enjoy a home-hosted local dinner. 

Overnight:  Nisanyan House Hotel 
Included meals: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
 
DAY 06:  Thursday, December 18                                    Ephesus 
 
Today we will have a full day tour around Ephesus.  Ephesus is perhaps the world’s best-

preserved ancient city and its ruins attract visitors 
from across the globe.  In Roman times, Ephesus was 
the provincial capital of Asia, with a population of 
some 250,000 at the height of its glory.  The most 
significant relic of the site is the immense 
amphitheater that holds 24,000 people and is still used 
today.  We will walk along the Sacred Way, where the 
rich once lived and an ingenious water and sewer 
system was constructed beneath paving stones of 
marble; see the Temple of Hadrian, a Corinthian-style 
building with the head of Medusa on the porch to keep 



away evil spirits; and the Library of Celsius, which held 12,000 ancient scrolls which were 
stored in niches around the walls.  The Roman period villas known as the Terrace Houses on the 
hill slopes overlooking the main street were recently opened to the public and they are 
comparable only with Pompei. Our program includes this visit as well. 
 
After an extensive tour of the site, we will continue the Ephesus Archeology 
Museum. Almost all of the exhibits are findings from Ephesus, the most 
spectacular being two life-size statutes of Artemis Ephesia, both of them dating 
from the middle Roman imperial era.  
 
In addition, we visit the Basilica of St. John.  A small church on the Ayasuluk 
Hill was dedicated to him in the 2C AD. This church was replaced in the 6C by a 
huge basilica built by the Emperor Justinian, the impressive ruins of which are still visible. 
Under the central dome was the sacred grave of St. John. Pilgrims have believed that a fine dust 
from his grave has magical and curative powers.  
 
Also we will pay a visit to the House of Virgin Mary, who is reputed to have come to Ephesus 
near the end of her life in 37 AD. This place was officially declared a shrine of the Roman 
Catholic Church in 1896, and since then it has become a popular place of pilgrimage. Pope Paul 
VI visited the shrine in 1967. 
 
Dinner will be on your own in the village.  There are several good local restaurants to try. 
 
Overnight:  Nisanyan House Hotel 
Included meals: Breakfast and Lunch 
 
DAY 07:  Friday, December 19                           Sirence/Cappadocia 
 
Today, we will fly from Izmir to Cappadocia.  Upon 
arrival, meet your guide and start to discover the wonders 
of Cappadocia during the transfer to your hotel.  You will 
stay in this magical hotel for the next 2 nights: 
 
Uchisar Kaya Hotel 
Telephone: 0384/219-2007 
65 rooms 
 
From Frommer’s:  
This is one of the only hotels in the region that has amenities such as a swimming pool and 
tennis courts -- and they didn't need to build a boring, ugly superstructure to do it. The Kaya 
Hotel maintains a level of authenticity in its uncomplicated rooms cut out of the cliff side, with 

interesting details like alcoves and practical ones like balconies. 
Because of the stone walls and 
terra-cotta floor, rooms stay cool 
under the August sun, but even 
summer evenings can get a little 
crisp, so you may want to book 



one of the rooms in the tower, which stay warmer. Pigeon Valley spreads out below the hotel, 
with views from almost every angle, especially from the terrace restaurant, which serves one of 
the better meals -- buffet-style -- in the area. 
 
Overnight:  at Uchisar Kaya Hotel, Cappadocia  
Included meals:  Breakfast & Dinner (at the hotel) 
 
DAY 08: Saturday, December 20                              Cappadocia 
 
OPTIONAL:  Early in the morning you can depart for an 
unforgettable balloon ride program. This tour includes: 
transfer, short (45 min – 1 hour) balloon ride and flight 
certificate.  Approximately $200 per person – can be pre-
booked or booked upon arrival. 
_________________________________________ 
 
After breakfast we will start an included sightseeing tour 
of Cappadocia. The biblical realm of Cappadocia is a 
wonderland of unusual geographic formations sprinkled 
with green vineyards, fruit orchards and frescoed churches.  Wind and rain have eroded the 
brittle volcanic rock and formed rock cones, capped pinnacles and fretted ravines in colors that 
range from warm reds and gold to cool greens and grays.  We will visit the underground cities of 
Kaymakli, Pasabag and Zelve as well as Goreme and the Avanos hand-craft center. 
 
Goreme: The open air museum of Goreme consist of steep cliffs and many hidden churches 
dating from the second half of the 9C and afterwards. 
 
Kaymakli Underground City: Beginning in the 
second century AD, as successive armies swept across 
Asia Minor, the residents of Cappadocia created 
uniquely defensible communities by digging 

approximately 
eight stories 
down into the 
volcanic tufa 
stone. 
 
Uchisar Fortress:  Uchisar is the name of a town and 
the fortress in the town. This 60 meter-high fortress was 
not built but carved out of a natural hill dominating the 

area with a breathtaking view of all the surrounding Cappadocia 
formations.   
 
Today you will also share a meal with a Turkish family in a local 
village like Ayvali.   Your lunch will contain the fresh ingredients 



from the garden.  The Turks love to have company and entertain.   You will certainly enjoy the 
experience. 
 
Continue sightseeing with Pasabag and Zelve: These nature sites are the perfect places to take 
photos of a remarkable landscape of tufa cones. 
 

If you like you can also spend some time hiking with 
your guide.  The Rose Valley is a large area located 
between Goreme and Cavusin, and it is divided into 
many small valleys. It covers the valleys of 
Gulludere, Kizilcukur, Meskendir and Zindanonu. 
There are some cave churches, cave tunnels, cave 
houses in the valley which are visited during the 
hike. Rose Valley has paths for easy, medium and 
difficult levels. The most comman path in the valley 
takes around 2 hours for 3.5 km.   
 

Tonight, we will have a final dinner together at Aravan Restaurant, where you can experience 
the traditional “clay pot” village cooking of this area.  The concept of Aravan (the ancient Hittite 
name for the village) revolves around the tandr, a small cooking pit and the traditional mode of 

food preparation for 
Turks for hundreds, if 
not thousands, of 
years. The four-
course meal consists 
of home-style recipes 
all prepared in the pit, 

from the bulgur "wedding soup," to the kuru fasulye (white beans in a tomato sauce), to the 
guveç (here, a succulent lamb stew). Salad and stuffed grape leaves accompany the meal, which 
is followed by a dessert of either fresh village apricots or local helva.   
 
Overnight:  at Uchisar Kaya Hotel, Cappadocia  
Included meals:  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
 
DAY 09: Sunday, December 21                   Cappadocia/Istanbul/home 
 
Transfer to the airport for a flight to Istanbul connecting with your flight home.  It is suggested 
that you book a flight home departing Istanbul at 1pm or later.  Otherwise, you may need to 
spend one more night in Istanbul. 
 
Included meals:  Breakfast  
 
 
 
 


